
 

 

 

Another month is here and our editor is asking for my thoughts once again.  For those of you who missed our trip to the Mining 
Camp Restaurant / Goldfields Ghost Town, we had a wonderful time, thank you.  Karol Clark, our Tour Director and Organizer 
Extraordinaire, put together another of her great events.  Upcoming is our annual visit to the Rock Springs Café on Monday, April 
9, 2001.  This will be the site of our regular monthly meeting.  We hope to see some new and old faces.  The pies alone are worth 
the trip!  Bring your spouse, enjoy the pies and clear bra’s, and neither of you will need to be the designated driver. 

Join us for the BMW CCA Club Races sponsored by the Sonoran Chapter at Firebird International Raceway on April 14 / 15, 2001 
and they are back again on May 12 / 13, 2001.  We are also going to the Sun 200 Grand Am Race on April 20 / 21, 2001 at Phoe-
nix International Raceway.  We hope to have many of our members at all the races to cheer on the BMW teams.  If last year was 
any indication, it will be lot’s of fun.  

Lastly, we are really excited about the Route 66 tour.  Come to the meeting for more details and/or check the website at www.
roadrunnerbmw.org 
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Join us on a tour of Historic Route 66 on May 19-20.  Watch for 
further details!   

Look at this!!! 
 
Come join us at our next meeting on 
Monday evening, April 9th at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Rock Springs Café, exit 242 on I-
17 (Old Black Canyon Highway, Black 
Canyon City, AZ  480-374-5794)  Have 
you ever heard of a “Clear Bra”?  Our 
special guest speaker will be Tyler Quinn 
of ClearGuard and he’ll tell us exactly 
what it is! 
 

 

                                 Roadrunner Chapter Planning Board  
 
President                                  Bob Jack               bob.jack@gateway.net 
Vice President                         Marty Saltzman  martyws@aol.com 
Treasurer                                Jim Edmonds      jedmonds@microsi.com 
Newsletter Editor                   Nancy Jack          nancy123jack@netscape.net 
Activities Coordinator          Karol Clark         kclark325es@qwest.net 
Driving School Steward        Brett Creaser      bcreaser@speedie.net 
Special Activities Coord.       Kurt Edelman     kurtedelman@hotmail.com 

Roadrunner Chapter BMW CCA monthly meetings are 
held at 7:00 on the second Monday of each month at 
Chapman BMW, McDowell Rd. in Scottsdale, unless 
otherwise specified (see above).   
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BMW CCA RACING SCHOOL – ARE YOU READY? 
BY  DELIGHT LUCAS 

 
What is a BMW CCA racing school?  How does it differ from a high performance driving school?  Why would someone who 
doesn't intend to start club racing want to take a racing school?  Why choose a BMW CCA racing school over another driving 
school?  What new skills and knowledge will the BMW CCA racing school student take home?  To learn the answers to these 
questions, we went to Carl McGinn, one of the Pacific Region's best known Chief Driving Instructors.  
 
Carl McGinn, along with an impressive group of instructors and racers, has put on three West Coast race schools in the past 
two years.  He was also invited to oversee a race school in New Hampshire recently.  (Roundel Magazine, Feb 2001)  Carl, 
seen at most Pacific Region Driving Schools, has competed in numerous race events, including IMSA Camel GT series, Fire-
hawk Series and the SCCA Playboy Series.  He has owned, managed and/or competed with race teams in IMSA and Sportscar 
Club of America Series.  The faculty, which includes Judy Ray, Steve Dinan, Jeff Ireland, Bob Perry, Darren Young, Ralph 
Warren, John Norris, Mike Ward, Billy Maher and Blaine McNutt, has been chosen to provide a broad variety of experiences 
from pro-racing to amateur with emphasis on communication skill.   
 
“A race school is specifically designed to assist the experienced driver in making the transition from high performance driving 
to club racing.  Students are exposed to traffic, passing, and lines that they don't get in a regular high performance driving 
school.  Racing schools go several steps beyond a high performance driving school in both driver development and track ex-
perience.”, Carl explained. The typical BMW CCA racing school is similar to a high performance driving school in many 
ways: it is a two day track-based school, you drive your own car, track sessions are interspersed with classroom sessions, in-
structors keep a constant watch on you, and safety is first and foremost.  Unlike a normal high performance driving school, 
however, classroom sessions are four to five hours per day, with exercises and lessons that go far beyond anything you experi-
enced at your last high performance driving school.  The curriculum includes vehicle preparation, driver development, rolling 
starts, restarts, passing, on-track space management, off-line cornering and co-existence.  After every series of on-track exer-
cises, students review “what just happened out there”.  Sharing problems and reviewing mistakes as a group provides for a 
dynamic group learning process.  Racing school student, Sam Bhaumik (Golden Gate Chapter), said of the classroom ses-
sions, “We spent quite a bit of time talking about the mental aspects of driving fast which is something not really covered in 
normal driving schools” 
 
Wenny Chang and Darryl Kwan from the Roadrunner Chapter were particularly impressed with the track exercises. “We feel 
we got more information and experience from the BMW Racing School because of the type of driving exercises.  The wheel-
to-wheel, the drafting, the starts and re-starts, the late (very late) passing, the three abreast around the entire track!   And that 
is what the BMW CCA Racing School is all about…you learn a ton of information and you have fun while you’re at it.” 
 
BMW CCA racing school covers things you just don't get to do at a regular high performance driving school. “Nothing in my 
life prepared me for rolling starts!!”, Donna Seeley from the Golden Gate Chapter stated, “I would have totally freaked out if 
a race was my first experience with one!”   Gary Lencioni, a member of  the Central California Chapter, came to the same 
conclusion.  “A race situation is even more exciting than the CCA driving schools.  The race schools made me an even more 
aware driver.” 
 
Racing schools aren't just for the driver who is ready to hit the racetrack in nomex and a roll cage.  Even if you don't think 
you're ready for competition, a racing school can be excellent training for students who want to take their skills to the next 
level. As one recent race school graduate, Navid Kahangi (GGC) explains, “The school teaches you survival skills in an envi-
ronment where the driving conditions are very different from the courteous driving school situations”  A race school teaches 
you how to drive safely in congestion and traffic, how to handle your car on less than the optimal line and how to judge what 
the cars around you may be about to do.  Roger Scilley, Los Angeles Chapter, recommends any advanced student “who is 
looking for a little bit more should look into a race school, whether or not there is club racing in the future.  The experience of 
driving off line and in traffic expands one's awareness of others around them, which translates to daily driving as well”  Brian 
Lee, GGC, agrees, “I'd recommend racing school to anyone interested in learning things at the next level.  It really is the logi-
cal next step”   
 
David Mecey, Los Angeles Chapter, attended the 1999 BMW CCA racing school at Willow Springs.  “I took the school so 
that I could build my confidence in being on track with other cars in side by side situations….  Everything you can do to better 
prepare yourself for close quarter driving helps to make you not only a better competitor, but also a safer driver!  It helped me 
to grow a great deal from where I was as an “A” level driver”. 
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          Calendar of Events 2001 
 
Month                               Date                                   Activity                                                  Comment 
 
                                            
April                                  9                   Drive and Meeting               Rock Springs Café 
                                                                                                                I  17 Exit 242 in Black Canyon City 
                                           21                 Grand Am Race                    Phoenix International Raceway 
May                                    19, 20           Route 66 Tour                       Overnight tour of old Route 66 
                                                                                                                Flagstaff west. 
June                                    TBA              
July                                    15                 “Do it in the Morning”         Drver’s School, Firebird International Raceway 
August                               TBA                                                                                                     
September   22                                       2nd Annual Rally                This is a modified TSD even.  Driver and  
                                                                                                                 navigator required. 
October                              TBA             O’West Driver’s School       Firebird International Raceway 
                                           27-28            Hannigan Meadows Trek     Weekend jaunt to the eastern part of Arizona 
                                                                                                                 along AZ191. 
November                          TBA 
December                          TBA             Holiday Party and Meeting                                                               

Continued….BMW Racing School—Are you ready? 
 
 
There are a variety of other organizations that offer race schools.  “Professional race schools historically offer the opportu-
nity to drive a race car, not your own car”, Carl explains, “Students end up with a lot of seat time in a car that might be very 
different than their own vehicle”   Schools vary in price, content and length.  Some are excellent, some are not.  Brian Lee 
has attended “…track schools with PCA, Shelby, Green Flag, and SCCA and completed the Russell Racing program.  While 
I learned something from each of these, the BMW racing school concentrated the most into the single weekend of all the 
programs.  And, unlike (other) programs, learning these things in your own car is particularly relevant”   Sam Bhaumik has 
had similar experiences and feels that “… without a doubt BMW schools are more organized, the learning curve is steeper, 
and the instructors are superior” 
 
Applicants for BMW CCA racing school are carefully screened.  Student experience levels are stringently reviewed to as-
sure that all students are compatibly skilled.  This is an essential safety requirement.  Other normal safety requirements in-
clude helmets (Snell SA 90 or above), pre-event technical inspections, and stock seat belts.  Although most students do drive 
a BMW, other vehicles are welcome.  Driving suits are not required, nor are race prepared cars.  The emphasis of a BMW 
CCA racing school is on safety, co-operation and driver development.  BMW CCA racing schools discipline the student to 
learn in manageable, incremental bites, not to see who has the fastest car. 
 
That being said, the ultimate goal of most students is a Club Racing License and the chance to pit their skills and vehicle 
against other drivers.  BMW Club Racing Licensing Policy dictates that you hold a competitive license from a recognized 
road racing sanctioning organization (SCCA, PCA, POC, Vintage Motorsport Council) -or- that you successfully complete a 
BMW CCA Club Racing School.  Students at a BMW CCA racing school are observed, both on track and in the classroom, 
and are graded on general demeanor, skill, attitude, awareness and approach.  Their driving is monitored from various places 
around the track and instructors drive during track sessions to observe up close.  With 30+ BMW Club Races scheduled in 
2001 throughout the U.S., and over a third of those on West Coast tracks, the student who is awarded a Rookie License at 
the conclusion of a BMW CCA racing school will not have to wait long to employ his or her newfound skills. 
 
We asked past students if they would attend another BMW CCA racing school.  Their responses varied: 
 

“I did it twice! :)”                        “ARE YOU KIDDING? SIGN ME UP!!!”             “Yes, yes, yes!!” 
“Already have and hope to again!  There's always more to learn!”                     “Definitely!” 

“I wish I could take another race school before my first race”                 “You bet your BMW we will!” 
 
 
The next three BMW CCA race schools are scheduled for April 21-22 at Buttonwillow, May 19-20 at Thunderhill, and Au-
gust 11-12 at Willow Springs.   Applications and additional information can be obtained at http//www.drivingconcepts.com .  
Or contact Carl McGinn or Judy Ray at 949.261.1170.    
 
Additional information on BMW Club Racing is available at http//www.BMWCCAClubRacing.com . 
 

 Tech Tips: 
 

Where the rubber meets the road.  Prevent-
ing tire problems is a surefire way to prevent 
travel headaches.  Remember to inspect your 
tires, including your spare, periodically for 
proper inflation, adequate tread depth and 
good overall condition.  Uneven wear, bulges 
in the sidewall or visible mesh are all warning 
signs of a potential problem.  Tires should be 
replaced when the tread wears to 3/16” deep.  
One way to measure this is to put a  penny in 
the tread with Lincoln’s head pointing down.  
If the top of his head is visible or even with 
the tread, you need new tires.  Remember to 
check the tread in several places across the 
width of the tire.   
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BMW Car Club of America 
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The following is a bit of information from AMI Auto World 
Weekly. 
 
RECALLS 
BMW 
Models:  2001 325i, 3301 
Manufacture Dates:  Sept.-Oct. 2000 
Defect:  On certain vehicles, the machine used to mount and 
inflate the tires on the wheels at the assembly plant may 
have damaged the inner rim flange of the wheels.  This 
could lead to a sudden loss of air. 
Remedy:  Dealers will inspect all wheels.  If damage from 
the mounting machine is found on any wheel, all five wheels 
will be replaced. 


